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ÅSpread out over about 176 acres

ÅApproximately $2.2 B Business Base ($1.6 B in 2009)

ÅOver 5000 employees and contractors

ÅUnder NASA contract but managed by CalTech

ÅSupported by proposals to do work

ÅAbout 15% to 20% of work is non-NASA (Military, Civil, 

etc.)

ÅJPL is a non-profit organization (FFRDC)

ÅThe lab has been around for about 78 years



1st U.S. satellite

Explorer 1 - Jan 28, 1958

1st U.S. spacecraft to the moon
Ranger 7 - Jul 28, 1964

1st planetary mission

Mariner 2 to Venus ïDec. 1962

1st close-up images of 

another planet

Mariner 4 to Mars - Nov 1964

1st orbiter at another planet

Mariner 9 to Mars - May 1971

1st gravity assist mission

Mariner 10 to Venus - Feb 5, 1974

1st fly-bys of Neptune and Uranus

Voyager 2 - 1986 & 1989

1st orbiter at Jupiter
Galileo  1979 - 1989

1st orbiter at Saturn
Cassini  2004 - present
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Mars Rovers

First Rovers on Mars:

1.Curiosity Mar Science Laboratory ï2012

2.Spirit & Opportunity Mar Exploration Rovers ï2004

3.Mars Pathfinder - 1997



Voyagers 1 & 2

Ulysses

Topex/Poseidon

Mars Global Surveyor

Cassini

Stardust

QuikScat

ACRIM

Mars Odyssey

Galaxy Explorer

Spirit & Opportunity

Jason

Spitzer Space Telescope

Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter 

CloudSat

On behalf of 

NASA, JPL is 

responsible for 

operating 15 

spacecraft, 2 

Mars rovers, and 

numerous 

science 

instruments that 

today are 

surveying the 

solar system and 

beyond.
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